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this text will becomeoutdated rather quickly. Greater emphasison basic principles and
organization would make this work a much morevaluable and lasting reference.
MITTIE E. KELLEHER
MedicalStudent
Yale UniversitySchoolofMedicine
BIOTECHNOLOGY AND THE HUMAN GENOME. INNOVATIONS AND IMPACT. By Avril D.
Woodhead and Benjamin J. Barnhart. New York, Plenum Press, 1988. 175 pp. No
price.
This publication presents the proceedings of the Science Writers Workshop, spon-
sored by the Department of Energy (DOE) as part of the Human Genome Initiative.
The participants included scientists from industry, academia, and several national
research laboratories in theUnited States aswell as scientists fromaroundtheworld. It
consists ofshort individual papers summarizing a particular topic. These papers are all
written for the scientifically literate person, not for the expert in molecular genetics.
The organization proceeds from historical overview to specific papers summarizing the
progress in mapping and sequencing the human genome. Both scientific and social
issues are addressed. The paper by Wada, from Tokyo, reviews the efforts at large-
scale technology which must be developed if the Human Genome Project is to be
successful. Of particular interest to the general reader is the roundtable discussion,
which included representation from the DOE, academicscience, clinical medicine, and
biomedical ethics. Itaddresses thebroad scientific, social, and medical issues surround-
ing the Human Genome Project, ranging from improved understanding ofevolution to
implications ofgenetic screening in the workplace.
The bookis highly readable. How could a symposium for science writers be less? The
illustrations are clear, and the examples make some complex material readily under-
standable. In less than 200 pages, the reader can gain a very complete overview ofthe
Human Genome Project as it was regarded up to 1987. Therein lies the only major
disadvantage to the book. Three years is a long time in molecular genetics. Many
advances have been made since then. This volume could, however, provide the needed
background to introduce those who have not been in the genetics arena to the
excitement and advantages as well as the pitfalls of the Human Genome Project. The
tools of modern molecular genetics will be very powerful; this book will help the
non-geneticist togain an understanding ofthem.
MARGRETTA R. SEASHORE
Departments ofHuman Genetics andPediatrics
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RACIAL HYGIENE. MEDICINE UNDER THE NAZIS. By Robert N. Proctor. Seattle, WA,
University ofWashington Press, 1989. 414 pp. $20.00. Paperbound.
With the development ofthe science ofRacial Hygiene in the 1930s and 1940s, the
Nazis placed a greater emphasis on the health ofthe People rather than ofthe person.
In thecontext oftheir totalitarian and fascist leadership, this attitudeled quickly tothe
creation ofa society like that in Butler's Erewhon, in which an individual's illness was
both a personal flaw and a crime against humanity. Because ofthe biomedical roots of
their ideas, the Nazis looked hopefully and confidently to Germany's doctors and